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ABOUT SKYLARK
GRAMMY®-nominated Skylark, “the cream of the American crop” (BBC Radio 3), is a premier vocal ensemble of leading American vocal soloists, chamber 
musicians, and music educators. Skylark’s dramatic performances have been described as “gripping” (The Times of London), “exquisite…thrilling” 
(Gramophone Magazine), and “awe-inspiring” (Boston Music Intelligencer). Skylark strives to set the standard for innovative and engaging programs that re-
define the choral experience for audiences and singers alike. Artistic Director Matthew Guard’s well-researched and creative programs have been described 
as “engrossing” (WQXR New York) and “original, stimulating, and beautiful” (BBC Radio 3). 

Since its founding in 2011 in Atlanta and Boston, Skylark has branched out to perform its dynamic programs in museums, concert halls, and churches across 
the United States. Skylark made its international debut in March 2018 at St. John’s Smith Square, London, as part of the UK choir Tenebrae’s Holy Week 
Festival. The Times of London declared that Skylark was “the highlight” of the festival that included some of the UK’s leading choirs, including The Tallis 
Scholars, Polyphony, Tenebrae, and the Gabrieli Consort. Skylark’s most recent three recordings all reached the top 10 of Billboard’s Traditional Classical 
Chart, earning praise for “imaginative” programming (Limelight Australia) and “singing of the highest standard for any area or any repertoire” (Classics 
Today), and its Seven Words from the Cross album was recently nominated for two 2019 GRAMMY®-Awards.  

A not-for- profit entity with a passion for music education, Skylark performs educational outreach programs with high school and college students across 
the United States during its concert tours.

A NOTE ON SKYLARK’S APPROACH TO MUSIC-MAKING
Many members of the ensemble lend their expertise in Skylark’s collaborative artistic environment (creating editions/transcriptions, coaching pronunciation, 
suggesting repertoire, discussing project concepts, and lending historical/cultural/musical expertise). The creative energy of the entire group shapes our 
work, and our performances benefit greatly from this spirit of collaboration. Our Skylark artists are not only great voices, but also great minds and hearts. 



PAUL D’ARCY is in demand nationally as a soloist and chamber musician. Recent solo appearances include Handel’s Messiah 
and Mozart’s Requiem with the Austin Symphony, as well as Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, and Mozart 
Requiem Undead. Concert work in NYC includes Musica Sacra, St. John the Divine, Trinity Wall Street, Musica Viva, American 
Classical Orchestra, and Orchestra of St. Luke’s. National ensembles include Seraphic Fire, San Diego Bach Collegium, 
True Concord, Ensemble Origo, and Spire. Discography includes Harmonia Mundi, Reference, Naxos, and PBS, including 
Conspirare’s 2015 GRAMMY® Award-winning CD. Paul also enjoys making barrel-aged cocktails, cooking, and traveling.

JOHN K. COX is currently Visiting Assistant Professor of Music at Reed College in Portland, Oregon where he leads the 
Chorus and Collegium Musicum, as well as teaching courses in theory, performance practice, and pre-modern music 
history. Dr. Cox holds degrees from Oberlin Conservatory, University of Oregon, and a doctorate from the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana.  A specialist in 16th and 17th century music, Dr. Cox’s recent work focuses on forgotten 
repertories of Italian sacred music dating from the late seventeenth century.  Outside of rehearsal or the library, he can be 
found hiking, biking, or in a canoe.

With a voice hailed as “vivid” (Wall Street Journal) and “unusually sparkling” (Kansas City Star), DOUG DODSON is making 
his mark on opera and concert stages throughout the United States. Notable recent engagements include The United 
Way in the American premiere of Tod Machover’s Death and the Powers with American Repertory Theater, Nireno in 
Handel’s Giulio Cesare with Boston Baroque, Cupid in Blow’s Venus and Adonis with the Oregon Bach Festival, and Ottone 
in Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea with the Aldeburgh Music Festival’s prestigious Britten-Pears Young Artist 
Programme. Originally from Spearfish, SD, he holds degrees in both voice and anthropology.

Praised for having “the voice of an angel,” mezzo-soprano and contemporary vocalist CARRIE CHERON defies the definition 
of genre. She has performed as a soloist with and as an ensemble member of such groups as the Boston Baroque, the 
Handel + Haydn Society, the American Classical Orchestra, Arcadia Players, Yale Choral Artists, and Atlanta’s New Trinity 
Baroque. Carrie is also a nationally recognized, award-winning, performing singer/songwriter and has shared the stage with 
such acclaimed artists as Sweet Honey In The Rock, The Barra MacNeils, David Jacobs-Strain, Anais Mitchell, and Edie 
Carey. She is on the voice faculty at Berklee College of Music. www.carriecheron.com

Tenor GEORGE CASE is the Director of Choral Activities at The Boston Conservatory where he directs the choral ensembles 
and the graduate choral conducting program. He is also the music director for the Newburyport Choral Society. George 
is an award-winning educator of young musicians who frequently leads clinics and workshops for high school and college 
singers, as well as professional development sessions for teachers around the country. As a soloist and professional 
chorister, George has performed with major ensembles across North America and Europe, including the Santa Fe Desert 
Chorale and Spire Chamber Ensemble. George is an avid tennis player.
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SKYLARK ARTISTS



NATHAN HODGSON is a New York-based tenor specializing in early and chamber music. He sings with the Bach Vespers 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and performs regularly with ensembles across the nation. Recent performances include 
appearances with Ensemble VIII in Austin, TX and with Bricolage Ensemble in a series of workshops and performances in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Before moving to New York, Nathan sang in the Dallas area with the Orpheus Chamber Singers, 
Dallas Bach Society, and Denton Bach Society. Nathan is an avid traveler but also loves spending time at home with his 
dog, Pippa.

FIONA GILLESPIE, soprano, sings regularly with groups around the nation as both a soloist and professional ensemble 
member. She particularly enjoys creating musical collaborations with friends and her ensemble, Bricolage Project, that 
focus on education and outreach. She served on the voice faculty at Lycoming College for the past four years, where she also 
taught Baroque music history and directed opera. Fiona grew up playing traditional Celtic music, which she still performs 
with her family, and makes canvas and furniture collages in her spare time. She calls the Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania home.

Mezzo-soprano CAROLYN GUARD is a life-long Episcopal church musician, having begun her studies with the Royal School 
of Church Music at age 6. After attending the Eton Choral courses in the UK, Carolyn was a founding member of the Choral 
Fellow program in the Memorial Church at Harvard University. Carolyn has performed as a special guest artist with the 
Boston Camerata, and as a soloist at Durham Cathedral and St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. Carolyn’s decidedly nonmusical 
degrees are from Harvard University and Emory’s Goizueta Business School. She lives in Atlanta with her husband, sons, 
and golden retriever.

MADELINE APPLE HEALEY, soprano, is known for her “gorgeous singing” (Washington Post) and “fetching combination 
of vocal radiance and dramatic awareness” (Cleveland Plain Dealer). Recent engagements include appearances at 
Festival Oude Muziek Utrecht, National Sawdust, the Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center’s White Light Festival, Ad Astra 
Festival, and PROTOTYPE Festival. She is a member of the GRAMMY® Award-nominated Choir of Trinity Wall Street, co-
founder of AMPERSAND, a chamber ensemble that prioritizes the work of female artists, and appears internationally as 
a soloist and ensemble singer. When not making music, she can be found baking cakes and tending to her houseplants. 
madelineapplehealey.com
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CHRISTOPHER JACKSON serves as the Director of Choral Activities and Head of Voice at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, 
PA. He is in frequent demand as a guest conductor for Honor Choirs and festivals, and sings professionally with ensembles 
across the nation. Christopher has directed and co-founded numerous community and semi-professional groups, most 
recently Bricolage Project. A native of Stillwater, OK, Christopher enjoys cooking and philosophizing with his cats.

Mezzo-soprano HELEN KARLOSKI has been praised for her “genuine mezzo timbre” (Opera News) and a voice “beautifully 
suited for oratorio” (Santa Fe New Mexican). Ms. Karloski made her Lincoln Center debut in Mozart’s Solemn Vespers 
with the Mostly Mozart Festival and her Carnegie Hall debut performing Mozart’s Mass in C Minor with the Oratorio 
Society of New York. Recent appearances include Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater, (Harry Bicket), Dvořák’s Stabat Mater (Omaha 
Symphony), Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony (American Classical Orchestra), Handel’s Messiah (TENET), and Mendelssohn’s 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (New York City Ballet). Helen enjoys exploring the world with her husband Paul.
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Soprano SARAH MOYER’s recent solo repertoire includes the American premieres of Nørgård’s Nova Genitura 
and Seadrift with Lost Dog New Music Ensemble and a collection of Melani’s works with Reed College Collegium, 
the world premieres of Theofanidis’ Four Levertov Settings, Kallembach’s Easter Oratorio, and Runestad’s 
The Hope of Loving with Seraphic Fire, and Foss’ The Prairie with Boston Modern Orchestra Project. As a 
choral artist, Sarah appears nationally Seraphic Fire, Santa Fe Desert Chorale, True Concord, The Thirteen, 
and Ensemble Origo. She enjoys spending time outdoors and expanding her refrigerator magnet collection.
 www.sopranosarahmoyer.com.

Nashville-based soprano ALISSA RUTH SUVER is thrilled to begin her second season with Skylark. Her love of choral music 
has been central to her musical life from an early age; she is the daughter of two music teachers, and can't remember a time 
when she wasn't in rehearsal! Although she is an Ohio native, her career has led her to sing nationwide with groups such 
as the Santa Fe Desert Chorale (NM), Vocal Arts Ensemble (OH), and Aire Born Recording Studio (IN). She loves running, 
hiking, and cooking in her spare time.

Described as a “rich-voiced” and “vivid” singer by a recent New York Times review, PETER WALKER performs with the 
Handel+Haydn Society, Three Notch’d Road, Texas Early Music Project, Clarion Society Choir, Staunton Music Festival, Early 
Music New York, Gotham Early Music, Apollo’s Fire, Hudson Valley Philharmonic, Stamford Symphony, and Western Wind. 
Peter is a member of the choir of St. Luke in the Fields, and is a founding member of the medieval ensemble Marginalia.  He 
holds degrees from Vassar College and McGill University, where he studied with Drew Minter and Sanford Sylvan.

DANA WHITESIDE’s solo appearances include concert, opera and recital. A product of Longy School of Music, New England 
Conservatory and Tanglewood Music Center, he has received critical acclaim for his voice of “noble clarity throughout 
powerful and resonant” (The Washington Post). Recent highlights include The Magic Flute with Boston Baroque; the role 
of Count Carl Magnus in Sondheim’s A Little Night Music; Carmina Burana at Mechanics Hall; Verdi’s Requiem; and Sea 
Symphony at the Kennedy.  Dana holds a degree in economics and parlays his skills and interest organizational development 
as President of the Board of Directors of Emmanuel Music.

ENRICO LAGASCA sings with the Choir of St. Ignatius Loyola, Bach Choir of Holy Trinity Lutheran, Musica Sacra New York, 
Choir of Trinity Wall Street, and The Metropolitan Opera Extra Chorus in New York, Santa Fe Desert Chorale, Conspirare, 
Ensemble VIII, Bach Collegium San Diego, and Seraphic Fire. His performances include those with the New York Philharmonic, 
Orchestra of St. Luke’s, Israel Philharmonic at the Salzburg Festival, and Oregon Bach Festival, to name a few. He appears on 
recordings with the Philippine Madrigal Singers, ACRONYM, Bach Choir of Holy Trinity, Trinity Wall Street, American Symphony, 
and Santa Fe Desert Chorale. Enrico enjoys traveling & cooking and is a Social Media addict @enricolee.

Praised for her “otherworldly” singing, CLARE MCNAMARA engages audiences in wide variety of repertoire throughout 
the United States and abroad. Ensemble affiliations include Lorelei, Cut Circle, Handel + Haydn Society, and The Boston 
Camerata. As a soloist, Clare debuted at Boston’s Symphony Hall in Handel+Haydn Society’s 2018 performance of Bach’s 
Mass in B minor (Harry Christophers); she made her New York soloist debut alongside the St. Thomas Fifth Avenue Choir 
of Men and Boys in their 2018 performance of Handel's Messiah (Daniel Hyde). Clare will happily accept your reading 
recommendations, especially when it comes to science fiction. www.claremcnamara.com 
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Simon Carrington
Professor Emeritus, Yale University; 
Co-Founder, The King’s Singers

Pamela Elrod
Director of Choral Activities, 
Southern Methodist University

Vance George
Conductor Emeritus, 
San Francisco Symphony Chorus

Jameson Marvin
Director of Choral Activities, 
Harvard University (retired)

Geoffrey Silver
Co-Founder, 
New York Polyphony

ARTISTIC 
ADVISORY 
BOARD

SKYLARK 
ORGANIZATION
Matthew Guard 
Artistic Director

Carolyn Guard 
Executive Director

Sarah Moyer 
Ensemble Manager

Christopher Jackson 
Educational Outreach 

Cory Klose 
Marketing & Design

Ben Perry 
Choral Intern

Even the best musical groups in America can only count on ticket sales to cover 50% of operating costs. We 
rely on your generous donations to help us with the balance of our operating budget. As a supporter, you 
ensure that we continue to:
•	 	Provide career opportunities for the most talented ensemble singers in the U.S.
•	 	Offer educational workshops and opportunities for young singers
•	 	Expand the reach of Skylark’s inspiring and engaging programming to audiences across the U.S. and 

the world

Skylark is a registered 501(c)(3) organization – gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

SKYLARK SUPPORTERS

The names listed below reflect gifts received between November 1, 2018 and December 1, 2019. Every effort has 
been made to ensure the accuracy of this list – please accept our sincere apologies for any mistakes or omissions.

Beth Anke
Scott Asher
Chuck Beaudrot
Margaret Becker & Russ Lemcke
Priscilla Bellairs
Robert & Suzanne Boas
Heidi Boas & Simon Peter Muyanja
Dorothy & Frank Bock
Bob & Martha Bowen
Catherine Boyle
Sheila Boyle
L. Wayne & Patricia Brantley
Terry Breidenbach
John Budris
Joan & Jack Caldwell
Susan Carlisle
Rhona & John Carlton-Foss
Patricia Cass
Edwin Celette & Linda Warren
Mabel Chin
Peter Clark
Lori & Tom Clark
Susan Cohan
Kiril & Judy Coonley
Glenn Cox
Eloise & Earl Cunningham
Cheryl Cunningham
Sunny Davidson
Peggy Davis
Jen Decker
Tom Dignes
Steve Dostart
Deborah & Bill Dougherty
Garrett Edel
Ralph Edwards
Janine Elliott
Nancy Erskine
Alison & Andrew Foster
Michael & Jane Goldberg
Timothy & Lynne Goslee
Bill Green & Antoinette Earley
Ryan & Caitlin Greene
Matthew & Carolyn Guard
Judy Guard
Terrie Harman & Tom McCarron
Morgan & Abigail Hays
Kurt Hellfach
Elizabeth Hessler
Charlene Higbe & Fredrica Thompsett
Martha & James Higgins
Olivann Hobbie
Alan & Louise Hoblitzell
Glen & Lauren Howard
Judith Hoyt
Marie Hurd

Frances Irvine & Andrew McLaren
Duggan & Erin Jensen
Hilton & Georgia Jervey
Molly Johnston & Tom Noonan
Jimmy & Jan Jones
Susan Joslin
Bill & Carolyn Kang
Katherine Kaufmann
Elizabeth Bowen Kempton
Joan Kirchner
Anna Kjoss
Beth & Jeff Kreidenweis
C. Alex Lang
Louis & Camila Larrey
Robin Lawson & Lynn Kettleson
Kirk Lee & David Fishburn
Ronald Liebis
Ida Little
Caroline & Jim Lloyd
M. Duffany Builders
John & Denise MacKerron
Lillian MacRae
Rebecca MacRae
Bruce & Teresa MacRae
Melissa Marteney
Sherry Martin
Alison Martin
Jameson & Maria Marvin
Leslie & Rick McCall
Mary McDonough
Ryan McKnight
James McLaren
Walter McLean
Jennifer McMullen
Carol McMullen & Sean Rush
Lyn & Michael McNaught
Nawrie Meigs-Brown
Lalise & Jerry Malillo
Mark & Virginia Meyer
Bobbie Miner
Maria Moniz
John & Maryellen Moreland
Susan Morse
Laurinda Morway
Justine Mullen
Ray Nied
John O'Shea
Janet Parker
Nipam Patel & Edith Copenhaver
Otis & Amy Perry
Sherrill Pierce
Virginia Plexico
Ellen Prottas
Linda Ramsey

Nancy & Cary Rea
Robert & Betsy Reece
Fred & Karen Reichheld
Ellen Richstone & David Kwiatkowski
Marjorie & Michael Roache
Mary Dee & David Rooney
Michiko Sakai
Shu Satoh
Andrew Scoglio
Miriam & Peter Selig
Joe & Linda Senecal
Nancy Serotkin
Sin-Ming Shaw
Mary Sholkovitz
Rick & Jodi Simpson
Maria Soares
Murray & Hazel Somerville
St. Christopher's Episcopal 

Church, Chatham
Laurie Steber & Dan Gitomer
John & Betsy Stegeman
John Stookey
Kerry Stubbs
Jacek & Margaret Sulanowski
Summersgill Family Fund of the 

Cape Cod Foundation
Mary & Gerard Swope
Dorene Sykes
Jamie & Tim Szal
Christine & Paul Szal
Sunada Takagi
Bruce & Sharon Taylor
Karen & Tom Tierney
Charles Tillen
Pierre & Gisela Tillier
Evan & Lisa Toporek
Pierre Trepagnier
Peter & Kate Van Demark
Anne & Forrest Verret-Speck
Katie & Dan Von Kohorn
Rick & Ginny von Rueden
Gary & Linda Walker
Nina Webber
Richard Webster & Bart Dahlstrom
Lynn & Irene Weigel
Dana Whiteside
Mary Williams
Janet Wilson
Ray Wilson
EB & Mary Beth Wilson
Perry & Niamey Wilson
Heather & Jim Wininger
Morgan Wolbe
Isabel Yoder
Carla & Vincent Zavorskas



UPCOMING CONCERTS

What might happen if Robert Langdon, acclaimed professor of Symbology at Harvard 
University (and fictional hero of Dan Brown’s best-selling novels, including The 
Da Vinci Code), were enlisted to explore hidden symbols, secret codes, and long-
forgotten historical connections buried in manuscripts of choral music over the 
centuries? Join Skylark to find out...

SUB ROSA: SECRETS REVEALED
Collaboration With Best-Selling Author Dan Brown and Composer Gregory W. Brown

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2020 | 7 PM
Phillips Exeter Academy | ​Exeter NH

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020 | 7 PM
Simon Center for the Arts | ​Falmouth MA

​THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2020 | 7 PM
Houghton Chapel | ​Wellesley MA

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2020 | 7 PM
St. Paul's Episcopal Church | Newburyport MA

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2020 | 6 PM
Mahaiwe Center | Great Barrington MA

www.skylarkensemble.org | info@skylarkensemble.org


