


about skylark
Skylark is a premiere vocal ensemble of leading American vocal soloists, chamber musicians, and music educators. 
Skylark’s music has been described as “sublimely beautiful” (Opera Obsession), “engrossing…reaches in through the 
ribs and grips the vitals” (Q2/WQXR NY), and enough to “leave a hardened critic near tears” (Boston Music Intelligencer). 
With “some of Boston’s best singers” (Boston Globe), the voices of Skylark “can sway you softly into calm and then all 
but throw you across the room with sheer harmonic force” (Thought Catalog). Skylark strives to set the standard for 
innovative, engaging, well-researched, and dramatically presented programs that re-define the choral experience for 
audiences and singers alike. A not-for-profit entity, Skylark performs educational outreach programs with high school and 
college students across the United States during its concert tours.

skylark organization
Matthew Guard  |  Artistic Director

Christopher Jackson  |  Educational Outreach 

Carolyn Guard  |  Executive Director

Cory Klose  |  Marketing & Design

Sarah Moyer  |  Ensemble Manager

Jessica Petrus  |  Skylark Spotlight Series

Simon Carrington  |  Professor Emeritus, Yale University; Co-Founder, The King’s Singers

Pamela Elrod  |  Director of Choral Activities, Southern Methodist University

Vance George  |  Conductor Emeritus, San Francisco Symphony Chorus

Jameson Marvin  |  Director of Choral Activities, Harvard University (retired)

Geoffrey Silver  |  Co-Founder, New York Polyphony

artistic advisory board

We are currently in the midst of our 2017 Annual Appeal. Your support is essential for us to continue in our three-fold mission to:

Create innovative and meaningful programs of stunning vocal beauty 
Educate and inspire the next generation of choral artists 

Support the careers of the most talented vocal artists in America 

Skylark is a Federally recognized 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization – thank you so much for considering us in your year-end 
charitable contributions.

support skylark
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skylark in england
We are bursting with pride to share that Skylark has been invited by Tenebrae, one of the great choirs of the world, to perform 

at their Holy Week Festival at St. John’s Smith Square, London, on Good Friday, March 30th, 2018. Skylark will have the distinct 
honor of being the only international group performing in a lineup of some of the greatest choirs of the UK, including 

Tenebrae, Polyphony, The Tallis Scholars, and the Gabrieli Consort.
 

This will be a momentous occasion for Skylark, we we would love for you to  join us  to celebrate! We have worked with our 
friends in the UK to design a unique itinerary of concerts, private talks, and immersive behind-the-scenes tours in some of the 

Britain’s premier choral venues. If you love wonderful choral music, joining us for these few days will be a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. Speak to us after the concert or email us at info@skylarkensemble.org to learn more.
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Baritone GLENN BILLINGSLEY’s performance of Messiah under Johannes Somary was described by the New York Times as 
“smooth and fluent.”  Glenn has performed with the Santa Fe and New York City Opera National companies, the Waverly Consort 
and New York’s Musica Sacra.  A founding member of Blue Heron, he sings with Boston’s Handel + Haydn Society and at the 
Church of the Advent in Boston.

Conductor, musicologist, and tenor JOHN K. COX was recently appointed Visiting Assistant Professor at Reed College in Portland, 
Oregon, where he leads the Reed Chorus and Collegium Musicum. Cox is a highly-regarded specialist in the performance of 
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century music, and spent the past several years locating and editing neglected repertories of Italian 
sacred music from the Baroque period. John is a graduate of Interlochen Arts Academy and Oberlin Conservatory. He holds 
advanced degrees in Choral Conducting and Music History from the University of Oregon and a Doctoral of Musical Arts in Choral 
Conducting and Literature from the University of Illinois at Champaign, Urbana.

Hailed as a “vivid countertenor” (Wall Street Journal) with a voice that is “unusually sparkling” (Kansas City Star), DOUG DODSON 
is making his mark on opera and concert stages throughout the country. Notable recent engagements include: alto soloist in 
the American premieres of Melani’s Lauda anima mea and Perti’s Magnificat at Union College; Ignis in the world premiere of Per 
Bloland’s opera Pedr Solis with Guerilla Opera; and Ottone in L’incoronazione di Poppea, as part of the prestigious Britten-Pears 
Young Artist Programme. Mr. Dodson has a degree in Anthropology as well as Music and is a native of South Dakota.

Mezzo-soprano CAROLYN GUARD is a life-long Episcopal church musician, having begun her studies with the Royal School of 
Church Music at age 6. After attending the Eton Choral courses in the UK, Carolyn was a founding member of the Choral Fellow 
program in the Memorial Church at Harvard University. Carolyn has performed as a special guest artist with the Boston Camerata, 
and as a soloist at Durham Cathedral and St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. Carolyn’s decidedly nonmusical degrees are from Harvard 
University and Emory’s Goizueta Business School. She lives in Atlanta with her husband, son, and golden retriever.

FIONA GILLESPIE JACKSON, soprano, sings as a professional chorister and soloist with ensembles across the nation. She recently 
made her debut abroad in the title role of Lully’s Armide in the UK, and as a soloist on Lycoming College Music Department’s 
tour to Shanghai and Beijing. She serves on the faculty of Lycoming College as an instructor of voice and Opera Director, and as a 
co-founder and manager of the Lycoming Baroque Choir and Orchestra. In addition to her musical activities, Fiona loves to make 
collages, read, and talk (not at the same time).

Skylark Artistic Director MATTHEW GUARD is quickly earning a reputation as one of the most innovative 
and thoughtful programmers in American choral music. Praised for his “catalyzing leadership” (Q2/
WQXR) and “musically creative and intellectually rich” programming (Opera Obsession), Matthew 
is passionate about communicating something unique in each concert and recording. He scours the 
world of available repertoire for each program, exhaustively researches each piece, and crafts concerts 
and printed programs that captivate audiences with their hidden connections and seamless artistry. In 
addition to his day-to-day leadership of Skylark and role as a conductor in concerts, Matthew is also an 
active arranger and editor of scores, as he rarely finds programming ideas that will truly sing without at 
least one piece specifically arranged or composed for the program.

artistic director

artist biographies
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CHRISTOPHER JACKSON serves as the Director of Choral Activities and Head of Voice at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, PA. 
He is in frequent demand as a guest conductor for Honor Choirs and festivals, and sings professionally with ensembles across the 
nation. Christopher has directed and co-founded numerous community and semi-professional groups, most recently Bricolage 
Project. A native of Stillwater, OK, Christopher enjoys cooking and philosophizing with his cats. 

Known for her “purity and flawless range” (South Florida Classical Review), soprano SARAH MOYER’s recent repertoire includes the world 
premiere of Theofanidis’ Four Levertov Settings with Seraphic Fire, American premieres of Nørgård’s Nova Genitura and Seadrift with Lost 
Dog New Music Ensemble, world premiere of Runestad’s The Hope of Loving with Seraphic Fire, and Foss’ The Prairie with Boston Modern 
Orchestra Project. Sarah appears frequently with Seraphic Fire, Santa Fe Desert Chorale, True Concord, Vox Humana TX, and Berwick Chorus 
of Oregon Bach Festival. She has performed with the Rolling Stones and can lick her elbow. www.sopranosarahmoyer.com. 

ALEXANDER NISHIBUN is gaining recognition for his “smooth-toned voice [of] spring-water clarity” (Boston Classical Review), 
musical versatility, and engaging presence. A frequent oratorio soloist, Nishibun’s recent performances include Buxtehude’s 
Membra Jesu Nostri, Handel’s Messiah, Bach’s Mass in B minor and Magnificat, Mozart’s Requiem and Davidde Penitente, and 
Haydn’s The Creation. In conjunction with his solo work, Nishibun performs across the U.S. with Kinnara Ensemble, the GRAMMY® 
Award-winning Handel + Haydn Society, the Blue Heron Renaissance Choir, Ensemble Origo, and the Boston Cecilia. Outside of 
his career, he is a proud uncle, a grill enthusiast, and learning to play the mandolin.

With a “velvety suaveness” (New York Times) and her “brilliant, agile soprano” (San Diego Story), JESSICA PETRUS delivers 
intimate performances of early and new chamber music. In 2015, Jessica made her Spoleto USA début in Bach’s St. Matthew 
Passion with a “crystal clear soprano” (Post and Courier). This past season included solo appearances with Three Notch’d Road, 
Scrag Mountain Music, True Concord, Cantata Profana, Staunton Music Festival, and with Princeton University’s Glee Club. Jessica 
can be heard on Mexican rock legend, Mana’s, latest album, “Cama Incendiada,” which received a Latin Grammy in 2015 for “Best 
Pop/Rock Album.” www.jessicapetrus.com

MEGAN ROTH, mezzo-soprano, is an avid singer of opera, oratorio, and art song genres. Recently she received praise for her 
“warm and sonically sumptuous Meg” while performing Little Women with MetroWest Opera. Megan delights in performing for 
organizations in her current home state of Massachusetts, while maintaining an active career as an ensemble singer with groups 
such as Conspirare, Seraphic Fire, Cincinnati Vocal Arts Ensemble, Yale Choral Artists and Vox Humana. Megan enjoys reading, 
practicing yoga, and family walks with her husband Adam and their rambunctious Boston Terrier, Moxie, who incidentally, ‘sings 
along’ when Megan practices. 

Baritone DANA WHITESIDE has appeared as a soloist in numerous performances, from concert and opera, to recital. A product 
of the Longy School of Music, New England Conservatory and the Tanglewood Music Center, Dana has received critical acclaim for 
his voice of “noble clarity throughout powerful and resonant” (The Washington Post). Among recent season highlights were The 
Magic Flute with Boston Baroque; the role of Count Carl Magnus in Stephen Sondheim’s A Little Night Music; Carmina Burana at 
Mechanics Hall; Verdi’s Requiem; and Vaughan Williams’ A Sea Symphony at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

SAMUEL KREIDENWEIS is an active soloist and ensemble singer throughout the US and abroad. In 2015 he recorded the 
Rachmaninoff: “All-Night Vigil” with the Phoenix Chorale and Kansas City Chorale under Charles Bruffy, which won the GRAMMY® 
Award for Best Choral Performance in 2016. Internationally Sam has toured with the Dublin, Ireland based group Anúna with whom 
he has toured Ireland, the U.K., Belgium, the Netherlands, China, and Japan. Recently Sam joined Conspirare for the world-premiere 
performance and recording of Considering Matthew Shepard, which was written and conducted by Craig Hella Johnson. Sam enjoys 
baking with his sourdough starter named Precious.

Praised for her “otherworldly” singing, CLARE MCNAMARA brings her sensitive interpretation to a wide variety of repertoire 
throughout the United States and abroad. Ensemble affiliations include Lorelei Ensemble, Cut Circle, Handel+Haydn Society, and 
The Boston Camerata. International festival credits include Laus Polyphoniae (Belgium), Tage Alter Musik Regensburg (Germany), 
and Utrecht Early Music (Netherlands). As a soloist, Clare will make her Symphony Hall debut in the Handel+Haydn Society’s 
2018 performance of Bach’s Mass in B minor. Clare holds an undergraduate degree from Princeton University, and an M.M. 
from the Longy School of Music at Bard College. Clare dreams of having a dog-friendly back yard. www.claremcnamara.com
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www.skylarkensemble.org  |  info@skylarkensemble.org

AMERICAN VOICES
TUESDAY, JANUARY 30  |  7:30pm

Forrestal-Bowld Music Center, ​Phillips Exeter Academy  |  Exeter, NH

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31  |  7:30pm
​Morse Hall, Falmouth Academy  |  Falmouth, MA

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1  |  7:30pm
St. Christopher's Episcopal Church  |  Chatham, MA

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2  |  7:30pm
Old North Church  |  Marblehead, MA

SEVEN LAST WORDS
SATURDAY, MARCH 24  |  7:30pm

The Memorial Church, ​Harvard University  |  Cambridge, MA

MONDAY, MARCH 26  |  7:30pm
First Congregational Church  |  Falmouth, MA

FRIDAY, MARCH 30
St. John's Smith Square  |  ​London, UK

LIEDER AND LOVESONGS
FRIDAY, MAY 25  |  7:30pm

St. Christopher's Episcopal Church  |  Chatham, MA

SATURDAY, MAY 26  |  7pm
All Saints' Episcopal Church  |  Chelmsford, MA

SUNDAY, MAY 27  |  4pm
St. Paul's Episcopal Church  |  Newburyport, MA

  
MONDAY, MAY 28  |  4pm

St. Barnabas Memorial Church  |  Falmouth, MA

Skylark gratefully acknowledges the following business for its support this season:
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